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World Organization of
Jewish Deaf
President's Message
T. Alan Hurwitz, Ed. D

This is mY second message to
the WOJD membershiP. The first
one was a brief greeting with a

summary of mY observations of
the WOJD convention in Tel
Aviv this Past APril, 1988. I will
attempt to keeP You informed of
the WOJD Progress and
activities in each issue of the
Our Review.

I am pleased to saY that the
following committees have been
formed, as shown below:

1992 WOJD Convention
Patrick Leven, Chair
Law/Statute
Sidney Maxwell, Chair
Public Relations
Chaim APter, Chair
Fundraising
Moshe GolgorskY, Chair
Youth DeveloPment
Ruth Aluf-Lewin, Chair

I will encourage each
chairperson to submit a brief
report of his/her Progress and
activities in future issued of the
Our Review. Please feel free to
contact the aPProPriate
chairperson if You are interested
in becoming involved or want to
share your ideas or information
with them,

I had the honor and Privilege
to represent the WOJD at the
National congress of Jewish
Deaf in Anaheim (Los Angeles),
California, in August, 1988' The
convention was a rousing
success, with over 500 PeoPle in
attendance. The headquarters
was at the DisneYland Hotel, a

stone's throw from the Magic
Kingdom and many other
attractions in the Greater Los
Angeles area. The NCJD, under
the able leadershiP of President
Martin Florsheim, demonstrated
progress with a number of its
projects in fundraising,
cookbooks, Youth relations,
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chapter affiliates and
restructuring the organization'
Congratulations to the most able
and dynamic leadershiP of the
convention, under MYron
Goldaman. TemPle Beth
Solomon was the gracious host
of the convention.

The new officers of the NCJD
are as follows:

President
Dr. Martin Florsheim
(re-elected)
Vice PresidenU
adm inistration
Kenneth Rothschild

Vice PresidenU
Finance
Sharon Dror

SecretarY
Helena Schmitt
Treasurer
lra Lerner

Editor/NCJD QuarterlY
Bess HYman

We have had limited access to
electronic communications in an
effort to exPedite our board
communications. ! use BITNET
electronic mail to keeP in touch
with Chaim APter and his
SecretarY Gene'a
responsibilitles. Thanks lo Omer
Zak and Dr' lsrael Seia, wno
helped make this Possibie' Vice
President SidneY Maxwell and I

use electrontrc rnail via the
DEAFTEK. USAUk sYstem,
which works just fine' On some
occasions, we use FAX"' a

fascirnile method of coPYing
letters and documents through
the regular telePhone lines' ln
America, Martin Florsheim and I

communicate through a regular
TDD system. What an amazing
technoiogY available to us in this
day. t am hoPeful that in the
near future the full bureau will
be able to communicate with
each other in one system' at a

low cost of course.

The next WOJD board
meeting will be in Tel Aviv in
April, 1989. We will adress a

number of imPortant issues
related to:

1. Planing for the next WOJD
convention in Parrs in 1992;

2. Rules and regulationsi
statutes and bYlaws of the
associatlon;

3. Public relations and
membershlP orive;

4. Youth relations;
5 Rabbinical services in

lsrae , f you have some ideas or
information for us, Please write
to Chaim APter or to me'

May You all have a

prosperous and haPPY new Year
al 5745-

Shana Tova.
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REPRESENTATIVES OF
THE WORLD ,BUREAU FROM

URUGUAY, ENGLAND,
FRANCE, U.S.A. & ISRAEL.
RUTH ALUF-LEVIN, CHAIM
APTER, ANNETT & PATRICK

LEVEN, SID MAXWELL &
MOSHE GOLOGORSKI.
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DR. ALAN HURWITZ _ PRESIDENT,
KENNETH ROTSCHILD,

DR. MARTIN FLORSHEIM,
JOSE DOBRZALOVSKI.
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS OF
T.A. BRANCH. JOSEPH ZEFATI,

BENO ISACSON, TOVA
ALGRISHI, AZAR LEVI, REUBEN
BRAVERMAN & AHARON EINI.
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FASTER, HIGHER,
STRONGER
By Jacob Erenfeld

On 14th of May 1988 was the
Sports Day for the Deaf in lsrael
was held with all participants at
the Wingate lnstitute Stadium
and the following guests of
honour were present. The
Ministry of Education and
Culture, Dr. Shimshon Shoshani,
the Vice Chairman of the
Wingate lnstitue and the
Chairman of the Association of
the Deaf, Mr Moshe Shemtov
and the Director Mrs. Hava
Savir.

About 500 people including
spectators were present. Of this
number about 150 consisted of
sportspersons. The competition
was opened with hoisting of the
flag of the Sports Organisation

of the Deaf by the honorary
member lsrael Savir. Mr lsrael
Savir was an initial member of
israel's first delegation to
Belgium in 1953 where he
proposed that lsrael be accepted
a member of CISS and his
proposal was accepted.

During the Sports Day 4 of the
sports were organised-football,
basketball, athletics and table
tennis. Despite of very hot
weather the 150 sportspersons
took part and the good results
were achieved.

I was excited about the Sports
Day, especially when I

remembered the first Sports Day
35 years ago held on the beach
in Tel Aviv with football and
athletics being staged. lt was
then very difficult to obtain
sports fields. Few people
showed any interest and the

Sports Day was suspended
indefinitely.

This year we succeeded in
reviving the tradition and
organised a successful Sports
Day.

I wish to expre$s my thanks to
the Sports Organisation
Committee: Shmuel Sabban,
Nissim Zabar, David Lanesman
and Gideon Kikov: to the Sports
ordinator Amnon Klemer and to
the secretary Dorit Cohen for
their part in the Sports Day,

Of course I wish to thank the
many friends who helped in
organising the Sports Day for
their efforts in keeping control
successfully.

I hope that next year we shall
manage to continue the Sports
Day with even more participants.

Southgate is
expanding
Lee Levitt

Southgate Liberal
Synagogue's new ezoo,ooo shul
building is expected to be ready
in September.

The shul, which will seat 160
people, will complement the
exisitng synagogue behind it.

The new building has been
funded by the 800 strong
congregation and will be mainly
used for Shabbat services. On
High Holydays, however, the
existing synagogue, which seats
550, will be used, while the new
premises will be available for an
alternative service, should they
be required.

Synagogue chairman, Jermy
Jessi said: "Throughtout the
planning of the building, we
have taken the needs of the

disabled in mind quite'fully".
ln this respect, one of the

features of the new shul will be a
specially-installed facility
enabling the hard of hearing to
follow the service. They will be
able to do this by tuning their
hearingaid into a system which
consists of a loop of wire
embedded into the concrete
floor and connected to an
amplifier. The idea for the
system came from Rabbi
Stephen Howard, who is
proficient in sign language and
occasionally uses it ih his
services.

The shul will also have a ramp
and special toilets for the benefit
of wheelchair-users.

Meanwhile, the five class-
rooms in the house in front of
the old synagogue have been
refurbished and should be ready
for use in August.

Jewish Chronicle
Letters to the editor

Deaf aids

Sir, The third World
Convention of Jewish Deaf, held
in Tel Aviv in April, was a
successful and enjoyable event.
Full praise to the Rev Michael
Plaskow, reader of the Woodside
Park Synagogue and chaplain of
the Jewish Deaf Association, for
his outstanding address on
"Current issues on deafness".

He proposed the introduciton
of an induction-loop system for
the hard of Hearing and of sign-
language interpreters in every
synagogue on Shabbat and the
holydays. We support both these
recommendations, which can be
done without violating
traditional Jewish law.

Sid Maxwell,
Vic+-President, World
Organisation of
Jewish Deaf,
7b Glengarry Road, 5E22.

PRESS CUTTINGS
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Sounds of a
hearing aid
KINGSBURY

Organisers are confident of a
successful start when a new day
centre for the hearing-impaired
opens its doors for the first time
at a Jewish community centre in
north-west London.

The new group, run jointly by
the Jewish Deaf Association and
the Kingsbury-North West
Jewish Community Centre
(Kinnor), will meet at the centre,
366a Stage Lane, London NW9
on Thursdays from September
29.

"We envisage that the project
will appeal to the middle age
plus group", said the organisers.
"We hope that it will help the
hearing-impaired come together
and spend an enjoyable day
together in a warm Jewish
atmosphere".

The premises will be fitted
with a permanent induction loop
system which reduces the
interference of distant and
background noises which are
particular problems for hearing
aid users.

Further details about the new
group are available from Pat
Goldring at the Jewish Deaf
Association, 90192 Cazenove
Road, London N16, or by
telephone on 806 6147, or from
Ann Hare of Kinnor on 346 1010,
who would also welcome calls
from any willing volunteer
helpers.

The Korea Welfare
Association of the
Deaf.

The Korea Welfare
Association of the Deaf has a
headquarters in Seoul and 11
branch offices in province.
Providing welfare services for
the deaf and the hearing
impaired is the main aim of our
Association.
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This will serve to introduction
to you this associatiorr.

1. We publish quarterly
magazine and monthly
newsletter. ln addition. we make
a closed caption and also issue
the "Vocational lnformation",
"successful Case of the Deaf
Workers" and "Counseling
Reports for the Deaf" year by
yea r.

2. For the fu I employn enr of
the deaf , we ru n job office,
follow-up serv;ce anC piacerrent
service.

3. On behaif of :he oeaf . ,r,,e

proviCe vario's co,-se rg
service that are educai onai,
vocatinal service ano ia'r'r,
counseling about indiv;oua!
problems as well as officra
problems.

4. ln order to early diagnosis
of hearing impair and speech
education for hearing impaired
children, we provide audio and
speech clinic which are provided
with new machinery and
impliments. And for parents of
hearing impaired children and
teacher of deaf echool. Seminar
and workshr:p wili take place
about preventir:n of deaf and the
other concei"n with education
and rehaLrilitatir:n of the deaf.

5. ln order to spread of sign
language, we eejucate sign
language to students of general

middle school, high schocl and
social workers.

6. Ou r association put in
operation a class of national
language as wel! as camping,
boating and climbing for the
younger deaf.

7. Our association has
construced a Vocatinal Training
Center for the hearing impaired
young in 1985

At present 60 hearing
impaired students are trained in
4 departments which are Design
on Wood, Gardening, Dairying
aro Computer programing.

AIL the students of this center
ilve ln house and tuition fee is
free of charge.

8 We held the national sports
meeting of the deaf and national
sign anguage contest year by
1,ear. ln addition, we operate a
Deaf Theatre Group"l.

Education for the deaf has
been provided try twenty-three
schools for the deaf. One of
them is a national school, four of
them are public schools and the
other eighteen schools are
private schools.

All deaf schools employ a
teaching method by orallaudio
method in infancy and primary,
departments, and a teaching
method by the total
comrnnication method in junior
and high departments.
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