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The British Deaf community is varied and vibrant. lts
diversity is such that there are further minorities within
itself. This issue of the BDN concentrates on one of them
- the Jewish Deaf community. The title above is the theme
for the forthcoming World Congress of Jewish Deaf which is
taking place here in London and it seems a good opportunity
to show in the BDN how attitudes in the British Deaf
community are changing for the better.

For a long time there was some underlying anti-semitism
in the British Deaf community mainly through lack of
awareness. What was not apparent to them until fairly recently
was the fact that Deaf people as well as Jewish people were
executed in concentration camps. The Nazis wanted to
produce a pure Aryan race free of all disability and of one
belief. Now, together with a better attitude, many Deaf people
have changed their sign for Jewish people from the offensive
hooked nose sign (possibly influenced by Nazi propaganda)
to a more acceptable downward sign from the chin.

Today Deaf people in the British community are much
more aware of what is happening around them. They are
continually seeking for fuller access to everything. This
includes a fuller understanding of the Jewish Deaf culture
which brings us to this special issue which will hopefully do that.

It is worth repeating the words of the Nobel Prize-winner,
Elie Wiesel, at the recent fiftieth anniversary of the liberation
of Auschwitz, himself a concentration camp survivor, - "....
a better world in which children could be happy, smiling,
singing, taking each other's hands and saying to each other:
'Well, another morning, another day. Another morning,
another day, for humankind"'. One could use a similar
message to hope for an even better world for Deaf people,
where freedom of communication, expression and a positive
attitude towards deafness is made possible. These are the
keywords and it is appropriate to end here by wishing the first-
ever Deaf Chief Executive of the BDA success in pursuing
together with the BDA members for that kind of world.
David Jackson
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David Jackson

There are some
colour scenes in
between. lt is skil-
fully edited to show
why colour is needed
at the right time.

It is based on a
true story about a
cunning Nazi
member, Oskar
Schindler (brilliantly
played by Liam
Neeson). He takes
advantage of the
Second World War to
make quick money.
He sets up a business
manufacturing metal
items for the German
army and employs
Jewish people - they
are cheaper to
employ than the local
Polish people.
Actually, it is a rule
that Jewish people,
wanting work, are not
to be allowed to earn
money. Their
"earnings" would go
to the SS.

Schindler is a
womaniser and
unfaithful to his wife.
There is nothing good
about him - one
would think.

He becomes more
involved in his
business which is
reaping enormous
profits. Very often he
has to argue with the
Nazis in an attempt to
keep his Jewish
workers, but it is to
keep his business
running more than to
save his workers.
However, he eventually
learns about the
horrific events that
are happening to the
Jewish people and is
genuinely determined
to save his workers.
The ending is very
emotional and moving.

Many of the
scenes are very
harrowing. I saw it
first in the cinema
without subtitles and I

was moved to tears.
It was impossible to
control myself. The
second time, this time
with subtitles, I would
have expected to be
less moved because I

knew what to expect.
My assumption was
wrong-lwasagain
emotionally affected.

So if you are a
sensitive person, you
will need a box of
tissues.

For your
information, Oskar
Schindler was
honoured by the
lsraelis (he became
a righteous person),
with a special award
given by lsrael to
Gentiles (non-Jews)
who pedorm heroic
deeds to save Jewish
people. He visited
lsrael for six months
every year until his
death in the early
nineteen seventies.
All his expenses
while in lsrael were
met by the lsraeli
Government. He is
buried near the
Mount of Olives in
Jerusalem. His wife
is still alive and is
living in Argentina.
She continues to visit
Israel, her expenses
again met by the
lsraeli Government.

Deaf Watchability
Value - 5/5
Subtitles - 3/5

Comments
from deaf viewers

Senan Dunne,
Dublin - "The
production of the film
was absolutely
brilliant - really a
unique experience to
see it. I was numbed
at the end of the film -
probably one of the
most moving films I

have ever seen".
Fiona Garfield

and Antony Rabin,
London - "Although
we are fully aware of
what happened as
we are Jewish our-
selves, the film stirred
our feelings very
much - it is a brilliant
film - we were totally
engrossed and, even
if it was more than
three hours, we did
not feel it".

Judith
Jackson, Reading -
"This film should be
seen by everyone as
a lesson to be
remembered -
marvellous filming,
editing and superb
acting of first class

quality. lt is a film
that can be seen
again and again".

Gloria Pullen,
Bristol - "The film is
of tremendous
educational value -
it makes us think of
the terrible things that
are happening in this
world and also makes
us realise that so
many people are
suffering like in
Rwanda and Bosnia.
Everyone should see
the film".

Hilary
Sutherland, Bristol -
"lt gave me a new
insight into the strong
community spirit of
the Jewish people
especially after the
terrible experiences
they went through
during the war. My
deaf son watched the
film throughout with
me and became
totally aware of all the
things that happened
- he continually asked
me questions,
proving the film's real
education value".

VIDEO
REVIEW

Schindler's
List (15)
(running time -
187 minutes)
starring Liam Neeson,
Ben Kingsley and
Ralph Fiennes

A powerful film by
Stephen Spielberg -
it deservedly won
many cinematic
awards including
seven Oscars. lt is
in black and white,
giving it a feel ol a
documentary.
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